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at Gharlcstown for a period of five days, We arc always ready to appre-
ciate the efforts of the Government and co-operate with it in preventing
an introduction of the curse into the Colony, but we do think that the
above regulations are very irksome and not justified. Detention at Charles-
town at this time of the year is a most trying thing, and a medical exami-
nation on board the train-of all the passengers, or only Coloured passengers,
ought to be quite enough. And if on such examination any person
is found to have any symptoms, he should be isolated and quarantined,
not necessarily at Charlestown, but at Durban or some such place. Surely
the entry of a suspected person who is kept under observation cannot
introduce the plague into the Colony? One may be thankful, however,
to the Government for giving the Medical Officer in charge at Charles-
town discretion to permit any Coknired person travelling by first class
or second class to proceed to his destination without the above-mentioned
formalities being gone through, and the regulations which are, as we have
shown, very inconvenient, can be made to work smoothly by a liberal
exercise of the discretion thus given. So, after all, whether the regulations
arc found to be very troublesome or not will very greatly depend upon
the temperament of the Medical Officer in charge and his subordinates
at Charles town.

Indian Opinion, 21-5-1904

152. WHAT IS A "COOME"
The report of the Municipal Corporations Laws Commission, together
with the Draft Bill prepared by it, is published for general information
in the Transvaal Government Ga&tte dated the 3rd instant. The Bill itself
is a carefully prepared document, covering 326 clauses apart from the
schedules. It contains certain sections which very vitally affect the Indian
community and constitute a very serious departure from the municipal
policy of the Colony. In another column we print such parts of the Bill
as affect, directly or indirectly, the British Indians settled in the Colony.
In the interpretation clause, the words "Coloured person" have been so
defined as to give official sanction to the word "coolie**, and are so vague
as to cause a great deal of trouble in future. One would have thought
that after the remarks made by Sir Walter Wragg in Mrs. Vinden9s case
that happened some years ago1, the framers of the Bill would be very
careful as to how they used the term. According to the definition, a Co-
loured person shall mean coolie, among others. No one knows exactly
what a coolie is! If it is to bear the Indian meaning, then it means a la-
bourer or porter, pure and simple. If it is to have the popular vulgar
meaaiug, then every Indian, no matter what he is or who he is, is a coolie-
If it is to bear the restricted meaning applied to it by the better informed
1 TO* VaLltt, p. 9.